Happy New Year from all at Entropika. Woolly Monkeys conservation stalus upgraded
In the last IUCN meeting the Primate Specialist Group

We have been working in the last few upgraded woolly monkey species Lagothrix [lagothricha to

months at strengthening our links with Vulnerable (VU) and Lagothrix lugens was reclassified from

local communities, organisations and Vulnerable to Endangered (EN). Over-hunting, deforestation and the

institutions and have been part of an im- pet trade were considered the main threats for both species.

portant reconnaissance field trip to the

Purite river in the Amacayacu National Whilst this may appear to be bad news for the monkeys, we hope

Park. Read on to find out more... their new status will afford them increased attention and protection.

Field Trip To the Purite River
In collaboration with the National Park's unit, the Entropika
Amazonas team participated in a 9-day field trip to the Purite river,
in the Amacayacu National Park. Before the trip, very little was
known about the area as, although it is traditional hunting territory
for the communities of Mocagua, San Martin and Palmeras, there
were no permanent trails cut and therefore human
infringement in the area is rare. The idea of the trip was to
conduct a reconnaissance of the area and commence the
characterisation of the plant and animal life in the region. The trip
was also used as an educational activity for two local children, who
were taught how to manage equipment such as GPS as well as
compass navigation, map-reading and basic research and

cataloguing skills. - Sy —

Above: Entropika’s Rodoffo Pinifla (feft) training members of
: j . . . b the SINCHI institute in management of GPS equipment.
During the nine days, three trails were cut and investigations pgejow: A capuchin monkey sighted close to the Purite river.

carried out with regard to soils, plant life and animal populations,
raising some interesting starting points for future projects and
work in the area, as well as being a wonderful experience for those
involved.

Entropika is now in discussions with the Mational Park Unit and the
communities to look for ways of working together in this area with
the initial work proposed to be the conducting of large mammal
census in the area as part of The Woolly Monkey Project {Proyecto
Churuce). From preliminary information gathered, it would appear
that the area sustains healthy populations of woolly monkeys, as
well as other primates and large mammals; offering an exciting
opportunity to assess the area further. A

Entropika TruwsTee speaks al Universidad Nacional, Leticia
On 1%t November 2007 Entropika trustee, Peter Bunyard, was invited to be a guest
speaker at the “Fronteras en la Globalizacion” (Frontiers in Globalisation)
conference at the National University of Colombia, Leticia campus. The two-day
event featured numerous speakers on the subject of globalisation in the Amazonas
| region; raising some interesting discussions on the balance between the desire for
g globalisation whilst taking into consideration the need to conserve this unique area.

Peter's talk was on the theme of climate change and the effect of
over-development and exploitation of resources on the forest’s ability to maintain

" its function as our planet's most important oxygen producer. The talk was
Above: Oimatologist and Entropika UK well|-received and a wonderful opportunity for members of the Entropika Amazonas
trustee, Peter Bunyard and Entropika Ama- taam to work directly with one of our UK team members. The talk was also
zonas founding member, Raquel Tangoa, ded b : d | ho had lked with :
at the Universidad Naconal in letida ae attended by Mamerto Gregorio and Azulay Vasquez, who had worked with Peter in

part of the Frontiers in Globalisation Con- the UK in the Meeting of Minds conference (see www.entropika.org for more
ference, November 2007. information).







